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Recommendation 1: 
Develop a global “food loss and waste protocol”

• Definitions

• Data 

• Diverse methods

Challenges

3D
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• What definitions

• Scope

• Unit(s)

• Data and methods

• How to evaluate trade‐offs

• How accurate

• Reporting

Global food loss and waste protocol

Benefits of a global protocol

What it answers What it enables

How much is being 
lost and wasted?

• Quantifies to understand impact
• Helps set baselines, set targets, measure 

performance, report, and benchmark

Where is it 
happening?

• Identifies where occurring and who to engage
• Helps with reduction strategies

What methods 
should be used?

• Provides confidence and consistency
• Prevents “reinventing the wheel”
• Accelerates transfer of best practice
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A precedent

Some guiding principles

• Use multi-stakeholder process

• Build on existing initiatives

• Keep scope broad

• Meet user needs

• Avoid letting the “perfect become enemy 
of the good”

• Seek continuous improvement
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Collaborative partners 

Activities

2013 2014 2015

Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4

Scope

Announce protocol process

Recruit additional participants

Convene experts and stakeholders

Develop first draft protocol X

Conduct stakeholder workshops and 
peer review

Pilot test

Revise draft protocol

Publish protocol version 1.0 X

Conduct outreach →

Draft timeline
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Q&A


